It is the aim of this paper to examine the influence of firms' characteristics as well as exogenous factors on the choice of location of business service suppliers for some services required by manu facturing enterprises. In contrast to investigations so far available, the question will be looked into of which variables are responsible for the most persistent effect on linkage patterns of service links. On the basis of empirically collected service relationships of 270 firms it is possible to prove that two enterprise qualities in particular are of great importance for the extent of local demand: the type of ownership and the size of the undertaking. External influences, too, are important, in so far as they seize on the actual location of the manufacturing enterprise in an urban or rural environment. The consequences for regional policies resulting from this investigation can be summarized as follows: (i) branch plants do not release growth impulses for the local service sector, small autonomous enterprises being more suited for that purpose; (ii) great local demand for services by manufacturing enterprises located in larger centres has in turn considerable multiplier effects for the existing service sector. 
